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Muskie Fishing Abounds in Minnesota

By Joe Albert
Courtesy ofhttp://www.exploreminnesota.com/
Fishermen know muskies as the “fish of

10,000 casts,” but it’s unclear whether the per-
son who coined that moniker ever fished in
Minnesota. Muskie-fishing opportunities
abound all across the state, where 99 lakes
have fishable populations of the species that
can measure more than 50 inches long and
weigh more than 50 pounds. The season runs
through Dec. 1, and fall is one of the best
times to catch a truly monster fish as the fish
feed heavily in advance of winter.

Muskies are the top predator species in the
waters where they live. While the state record,
caught in 1957 in Lake Winnibigoshish,
weighed 54 pounds and was 56 inches long,
most fishermen today release the muskies they
catch. For that reason, the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources has set up an

alternative record program for muskies that
are caught and released. But in the years
before that program was in place, it’s likely
anglers caught muskies that would have
exceeded the state record. Most of those were
caught late in the fall.

Minnesota’s muskie waters

The 99 lakes the Minnesota DNR manages
for muskies at: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/fish-
eries/species/mue/MUE_2016_waters.pdf
cover 480,153 acres. While the lakes are scat-
tered throughout the state, there are some bod-
ies of water worth highlighting in each region.

Fox Lake, just north of I-90 between
Jackson and Fairmont, is the state’s southern-
most muskie destination. Though it’s one of
the state’s newest muskies lakes—the DNR
started stocking the fish there in 1999 —
anglers already report catching fish up to 50
inches long. In the Twin Cities area, Lake
Minnetonka and White Bear Lake have good
muskie populations.

North of Alexandria, Lake Miltona has a
reputation for churning out big fish, though
Lake Mille Lacs may be the state’s muskie-
fishing crown jewel. Big Detroit Lake is right
in the heart of downtown Detroit Lakes and
provides excellent muskie fishing, while the
fishing at Leech Lake near Walker is the stuff
of legend. Finally, Lake Vermilion in north

http://www.exploreminnesota.com/travel-ideas/meet-min-
nesota-fish/index.aspx and connect with outfitters and

guides at: http://www.exploreminnesota.com/things-to-

Fall muskie at Leech Lake. Photo by Joe Albert

Fishermen using light gear and targeting
species such as walleyes hook muskies from
time to time, but the anglers who target
muskies use stout rods, heavy line and lures
that often measure in excess of 12 inches and
weigh as much as a pound. They also carry a
camera, big nets and pliers, which allow them
to quickly subdue and unhook fish before
snapping a picture and releasing them.

Throughout the year, green vegetation
attracts and holds muskies. In the fall, howev-
er, vegetation begins to die back, so anglers
should find and target green weeds that con-
tinue to produce oxygen. Rocky islands and
points attract muskies in the fall, too,
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Rusrrrings
FARM & FLEET

FARM - HARDWARE - AUTO - TOOLS
LAWN & GARDEN - PAINT - CLOTHING
2107 North Garden, New Ulm  359-2988

Merrill Lynch
Wealth Management
Bank of America Corporation

Neal Haaland 51A Broadway N FI 1
Vice President Fargo, ND 58102
Senior Financial Advisor neal_haaland@ml.com

Tel. 701.241.1253
866.241.0885
Fax 701.205.4274

Merril Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated

Hoffman Construction
Gravel — Excavation —
Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway ® New Ulm

507-359-4444

Place
your ad
Here

RY con a0
SERVICES

2201 North Broadway, Lot141
New Ulm MN - Phone 507-354-5402
Cell Phone 507-276-2001

Place
your ad
Here

Imperial
Porta-Palace

Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Chuck and Lynda
Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428

Licensed, bonded and insured. MPCA LIC. #2535

From the President .....
By Jason Kuester

We will be holding elections at the next meeting. We are asking that everyone attend
this meeting to make your vote count. The term is up for 1 Board Member. If you would
like to run for this position please bring it up at the meeting, or call me at 507-381-2041 or
email at jr@newulmtel.net

Todd and Karen from the Dixon Lake Resort are very excited to have our club back at
their resort this year. They have also donated a four person fishing trip as one of our
prizes for the fishing contest we will have in February. The date for the trip is February
16th. T need to have conformation and your $50.00 down payment to them after the
December’s meeting. If you are interested in going along on this trip please contact me at
507-381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel,net. The total for the trip is $130.00 per person
for three nights, or $185.00 per person food included. Todd and Karen also said there
would be no charge for the angling and spearing houses this year. They have room for 24
people in their angling houses and about 25 spearing houses available. This is first come
first serve, so if you need an ice house let me know. If you are unable to attend the meet-
ing and need to pay your$50.00 down payment send it to Jason Kuester 56554-446th
Street New Ulm, Mn 56073.

It is time to start thinking of the Ice Fishing Contest. The date for the contest is going
to be February 12th 2016. We are asking that each member please try to sell at least one
book of tickets. You will find one book of tickets in this months newsletter. If you are
unable to sell your tickets please send them back, bring them to a meeting, or drop them
off at the Ice Fishing Contest. This event is our largest fund raiser for the club. Additional
tickets are always available at each meeting or by contacting Ross Nelson at 507-766-
0765, Ken Sutherland 507-276-1534 or myself at 507-381-2041.

Fall is here (maybe winter) and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the
New Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club. We are always looking for new members to join.
If you know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun we have at our
club. As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of your
choice!

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!

Muskie Fishing Abounds continued from page one

and many anglers find success by trolling in open water. In this scenario, muskies are chas-
ing schools of high-fat fish such as tullibees, so they may be 40 feet down over 60 feet of
water, for example. Anglers can encounter these fish by tying on minnow-imitating baits
and trolling across the lake.

Learn more about Minnesota's fish at: http://www.exploreminnesota.com/travel-
ideas/meet-minnesota-fish/index.aspx and connect with outfitters and guides at:
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/things-to-do/fishing-hunting/index.aspx to plan your
fishing trip.
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A uto The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by Joyce
Reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen.
a ue The opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of
respective writers and not to be construed as the opinion of
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the NUASF or its members. Send all correspondence and
submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box

294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

: The NUASF Board
426 North Minnesota Street President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -

New Ulm, MN 56073 Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
507-354-4164 766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board

Members: Ron Ludewig (507-276-6093), Mike Buechner
(354-2739 s), Ken Sutherland (507-276-1534).




NUASF Monthly Meeting October 27th, 2016 Members Present: 30
Minutes prepared by Tony Miller
I. Secretary Report
Motion - accept as read. Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by: Ken Kohn Passed unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
Accounts Balance:
Allocations:
Treasury Balance: Motion - accepted as read. Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by: Orv Rannow
Passed unanimously.
II1. Old Business
A. Membership update
1. Members = 154 Members Due = 19
B. Area Lakes an Rivers Report
1. Devils Lake - Hilly and Jim very Leibl did well
2. Ball Club Lake - Crappies were great, about 9 1/2”
3. Northern Minnesota has been really hot
4. Lake Hanska, Northerns are picking up
5. North Fork Crow River, Walleye are hot
C. Clubhouse and Grounds Update
1. Thanks to crew for fixing up the fish houses. Great job!
2. Could use a new hood for grill - Ken Kohn volunteered
3. Furnace had a wren caught in the fan!
4. Thanks to Orv Rannow and Orv Johnson for building the deck. Great job!
5. Discussion on purchase of new grill for deck.
IV. Old Business
A. None
V. New Business
A. Ice Fishing Contest
1. IFC ticket sales - 4 wheeler and fish house tickets are available. Sell, Sell, Sell!
2. Event tickets will have 30 year anniversary information on them
3. Looking for help to sell tickets
a) Hanksa Lake Assn annual meeting Nov. 15th. Sell tickets
b) Parade of lights Nov. 25th. Sell tickets
4. Working on several sponsors for event
5. Outdoor News to do an article on IFC
6. Need help for posters/tickets Date
7. Prize Collection - Pat Roiger in charge (need help)
a)Don’t repeat donation requests to sponsors! Make sure you check with Pat for businesses that
were solicited.
8. Tom Simonson applied for food permit. Need volunteers for food sales.
B. Hanksa Lake Association annual meeting Nov. 15th
1. Need club card from HLA to NUASF as a member.
2. Discussion on $250 donation to HLA.
VI. Other New Business
A. Minnesota River CongressNov. 17th. Kato Ballroom in Mankato. See Scott Sparlin for
information.
B. Winter Fishing Trip to Dixon Lake
1. Feb 16th - 19th
2. $50 to Jason for deposit, FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
3. Total cost for trip = $185
4.IF YOU WANT A SPEAR HOUSE, NOTIFIY JASON KUESTER ASAP
5. Band will be available for us for entertainment
C. Food for next meeting: Pat Roiger and John Hunstad
D. NOTICE! Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, next mtg - Nov meeting Nov 17th
E. Corey Ganser (Dave Mecklenberg’s son-in-law) provided a matching donation with ~ Apple
Corp. to EE Mecklenberg Scholarship Fund and to club funds.
1. Discussion on disbursement of funds. Tabled until funds are received.
F. Ron Bolduan hospitalized Oct 20th for back surgery, transferred to Oak Hills Oct. 28th for
rehab. Flowers from club sent to Oak Hills
G. Trailer for sale for bids, see Ken Kohn. (8’ x 16°) good for fish house.
VII. Adjourn 8:30pm

The Bockfest Boys
ﬁ Entertainment Shows

“45 Yyears in the business of
music entertainment”
An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging
originals, ethnic music “and popular music from the last 60 years.

Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073

507-276-2080 e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com
American Surplus I GRASTLE
& Manufacturing :
Home of the Original
Ice Castle Fish House kt ) ﬁﬁ %_h L
ﬁémevideo‘ MN rlbl 1 Housiis
320-269-5428

You can camp in a Fish House,

KV.,‘ k Gal’y Sprenger
i Construction

Light Carpentry ¢ Drywall Taping & Texturing
Specializing in Drywall Repair
Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 ¢ Phone 507-359-9358

www.mankatotent.com
Cell: 507-317-7379 Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com  Fax: 507-625-5111
Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street « Mankato, MN 56002 « Div. TTF Industries

MANKATO
507. 546. 3377
NEW ULM
507. 276 . 6091

NEW ULM MN 56073

P18 NORTH PAYNE

ust 5 miles from Lake
M % Winnibi; gosh s Third River access.
Dixon L e offers clean. cozy cabins
C and cable
Dlxon Lake and Winnie have great
ﬁshlng crap 1es sunnies, walleye,
arge mouth bass & northern:
Bar and Restaurant.
Great family resort.

Open year around. ATV trail.
Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.
Ice fishing and spearing.

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail
or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters
Mr. O

Mr. K Mr. D
Eric Olson
Lake Diefenbaker
Saskatchewan, Canada
Booking 406-395-4515 Eric Olson

Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July) Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light
B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street
Offer good once a month on the date of the

NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.




DESIGN "3

EvaliHp bipzcrind + k33 Bhyswropm

Lumber « Hardware + Doors * Windows
Carpet & Flooring * Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
Professional Installation + Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings « Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West 233'8440 New Ulm

* Residential «+ Farm/Ag + Commercial
* Industrial + Solar PV
Sleepy Eye and Morgan locations
Serving all of Southern MN
Call Toll-Free 1-800-817-7930
www.zinnielelectric.com

Retzlaff’s
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards
Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers
Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle

21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm

507-354-8851

Then bvnipelend ol

Scan for
more info
e

Excavating

* Gravel Hauling

* Site Work

* Sewer and Water Services

* Skid Loader Work

* Basement, Footings and
Hog Pits

Just Call Jaron!

308 4" Street * Courtland, MN 56021

www.groundzeromidwest.com

-Pu ng

* Crack Repair

* Asphalt Seal Coating

* Parking Lot Striping

* Blacktop Patching

* New Parking Lot and Driveway
Construction

We have two gravel pits in the Courtland area.

TWEAR

*EMBROIDERY * AD SPECIALTIES
* SCREEN PRINTING - SIGNS
507-354-6009  800-584-9457
1602 S. BROADWAY ~ NEW ULM, MN 56073

"‘ THRIVENT
# FINANCIAL

Jeff Amundson
Financial Associate
108 So. Minnesota
New Ulm, MN 56073

Phone 507-354-4413 . Fax 507-354-3284
“Connecting faith & finances for good”

el JUHLAANN LUMBER
' DESIGN

Family Owned Since 1926
(507) 354-4914

301 1STS. ST,
NEW ULM, MN
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